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Atodnment 3

Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Directors, July 1997

The following is a listing of the board of directors with a brief description of their
professional affiliations:

John Anderson  University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired)
Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association
Owner, Hedgerow Farms,
Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Manny Carbahal  Chief Financial Officer, YBF Executive Committee

Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.
Yolo County Chamber of Commerce
City of Davis Chamber of Commerce

Dennis Kilkenny Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Loan officer, First Northern Bank of Dixon

Robin Kulakow  Secretary, YBF Executive Committee
Executive Director
Masters of Administration, UC Davis
USDA, Forest Service, Soil Scientist
Putah Creek Council, treasurer
Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Betsy Marchand  Yolo County Board of Supervisors (former)
American River Watershed Investigation, Executive
Committee

Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

Frank MacBride  President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club

Ken Noack Jr. KVIE Public Television, President, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento

Susan Sanders Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist (freelance)
Putah Creek Council, co-chair .
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
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Stephen Sheppard YBF Executive Committee ‘
Environmental Planner, EDAW (San Francisco)
Ph.D. in Environmental Planning, UC Berkeley
Wildlife artist

Paul Simmons President, YBF Executive Committee
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento

Meg Stallard Vice President, Woodland School Board
League of Women Voters

Brian Sway Vice-president, YBF Executive Committee
Energy Industry consultant

Chris Unkel California Nature Conservancy, Director, California
Wetlands Program
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors

Former Coordinator California Wildlands Program, Department
of Fish and Game

Lois Wolk Mayor , City of Davis
Council liaison for water and wetlands
Member, Yolo County Water Resources Association

Former Board members:

Ted Beedy Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist-Jones & Stokes Associates
Author, Discovering Sierra Birds
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society

Steve Chainey Consulting Restoration Ecologist, Jones & Stokes
Associates

Putah Creek Council, Co-Chair
Cache Creek Conservancy Board of Directors

Renee Fitzsimons Public Qutreach Coordinator, Stone Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge (former)
Master of Science , Environmental Communication, CSU,
Sacramento .
Former chair, Sunrise Recreation & Park District Board

John Ott Principal, Sequoia Associates, Davis (land development)
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Table 1

Budgeted Cost Breakdown

Cost Breakdown

Yolo Bypass Ecosystem Restoration Plan

Expenses

STAFF
Executive Director
30hr/mo.
Administrative Assistant
20 hr/mo

Total Labor

Service Contract:
Jones & Stokes Associates

Direct Costs:
Operations & materials

Operations + Labor

Indirect Costs :
Overhead at 10%

Total Project Cost Requested

from Calfed

Year1l

1967/98
$ 8,000
$ 2,880
$ 10,880
$ 154,000
h) 2,000
$ 166,880
$ 16,688



Table Z - Cost Breakdown Table

Atachment &

Project Direct | Direct Overhead | Service Material Miscellaneous | Total
Phase Labor | Salary Labor Contracts | and and other Cost
and Task | Hours | and (General, Acquisition | Direct Costs
Benefits | Admin Contracts
and fee)

Task 1 $30,640

Task 2 $12,700

Task 3 $20,003

Task 4 $13,457

Task 5 $46,883

Task 6 $18,263

Task 7 $11,248
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References
July 1997

Elected Officials;

Congressman Vic Fazio
722-B Main

Woodland CA 95695
666-5521

Helen Thomson
Assemblywoman, Eighth District
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
445-8368

Betsy Marchand

Yolo County Board of Supervisors,
retired

926 Craig Place

Davis CA 95616

756-0521

Lois Wolk
Mayor

City of Davis
1209 Colby
Davis CA 95616
756-9655

Meg Stallard

Vice Chair

Woodland School Board
10 Toyon Drive
Woodland CA 95695
666-0154

Governmental Agencies:

Doug Wheeler
Secretary

Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
654-2753

Pave Paullin

Coordinator

Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture
2233 Watt Ave, Suite 375
Sacramento CA 95825-0509
979-2085

Attadhmenrty G

Col. Dorothy K. Klasse
District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

1325 J Street
Sacramento CA 95814
557-7490

Ryan Broddrick

Deputy Director

Department of Fish & Game
1416 Ninth Street -
Sacramento CA 95814
653-0991

Tanis Toland

Planning Division

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814

557-6717

Craig Stowers

Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area Manager
Department of Fish & Game

45211 County Road 32B

Davis, CA 95616

757-2461

Non-profit Conservation Organizations:

Keith Rubin

Executive Director

California Waterfowl Association
4630 Northgate Boulevard, Suite 150
Sacramento CA 05834
648-1406 :

Ron Stromstad

Director of Operations

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

3074 Gold Canal Drive

Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6116
852-2000

Ann Brice

Executive Director

Cache Creek Conservancy
34490 County Road 25
Woodland CA 95695
661-1070
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University of California:

Joyce Guistein

Assoc. Director

Public Service Research Program
UC Davis

Davis CA 95616

752-7823

Peter Moyle

Professor

University of California

Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Davis CA 95616

752-6355

Education:

Barbara Wells
Principal

Pioneer School
5215 Hamel Drive
Davis CA 95616
757-5480

Private Sector:

Fred Teichert

Executive Director

Teichert Foundation

P.O. Box 15002
Sacramento CA 95851-1002
484-3011, 484-3364
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~NDISCRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT

|
|

MPANY NAME k T

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor”) hereby certifies, unless
specifically exemnpted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and California Code of
Regulations, Title 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements- and’ the
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contracior
agrees not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for
employment becanse of sex, race, color, ancestry, rehglous creed, national origin, disability (inchading

HIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, mantal status, denial of family and medical care 1eave
and denial of pregnancy disability leave.

CERTIFICATION

1, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospective
contractor to the above described certification. I am fully aware that this certification, executed v the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Califceria.

e p-f) bin J. Ko [ akdw/ EXECUTED IN THE COUNTY OF
s el
Fttun 4 QL kulalesiw
OSPECTIVE. moﬂ"s

EKe¢ %VQ Ot rector
OSPECHIVE R‘s LEGAL BUSINESS NAME
;0 B4sin Foum/-zf': an fmc
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Newspaper Articles

Sacramento Bee

Davis Enterprise

Woodland Daily Democrat

West Sacramento Press

Wetland Link International News
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:Refuge ina ﬂood channel

" he groundbreaking ceremonies this

" morning for the creation of a $16 mil-

: lion wildlife refuge in the Yolo Bypass flood

' channel west of Sacramento represents the
* culmination of seven years of effort by envi-
:ronmgntalists and a wide range of federal,

! state and local officials. Nearly all agree that

: much of the credit for finally bringing these
dxsparate interests together belongs to Rob-
f in Kulakow, executive director the Yolo Ba-

1 sin Foundation.
- The big question for the future is whether

'thls same spirit of cooperation can be pre-.

» served once the construction is finished and
: ' the birds move in.
1 The project envisions reconfiguring 3,400
i acres of the flood channel with trees, brush
,and ponds that would provide an important
‘new habitat along the Pacific Fiyway. The
' work won't restore the area to its nafural
-state but aims instead at creating a hybrid
fenvu:onment that would be more hospitable
bo wildlife yet still not interfere with the use

A of the bypass for flood protectmn

he record of success for artificial wet-
‘lands projects of this kind is mixed;
.,people just aren’t as expenenced yet as
1Mother Nature at building habitats. But

=state ‘and federal ﬂood "control officials are -

:satzsﬁed they've come up with a design that

‘ *‘Wﬁn’t intérfere with current operation of the

'bypass "And state Fish and Game_officials

»sre confident they can construct all that ad-"’

‘dlt.mnal marsh area in 4 way that will still
‘keep the resulting mosquito populatlon low
.enough so that there’ won't. be any threat to
' pubhc health i ,

1
: Cemd et FRANKRJ WH{TI’AKEP. president and general manager
l
l
H

~The Corps of Engineers acknowledges,
however, that its calculations only apply to
the way the bypass is bemg run now, not to
any changes that may be made in the years .
ahead, One of the options currently under
consideration for enhancing flood protection
for the Sacramento metropolitan area calls
for passing much greater volumes of water

. into the bypass during extremely rainy peri-

ods. That would require major structural
changes in the bypass itself. But the Army
engineers haven't determined how those

. changes might conflict with the new habitat

area— or if there’d be any conflict at all.

-he question is important because much

* of the suceess of the habitat depends
ultimately upon the good will of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, an agency that
has often received low marks as a coopera-
tive partner. The feds signed a formal agree-
ment in 1994 promising not to interfere with
the state’s initial plan for the habitat. But
once endangered species settle there, or if

- changes have to be made for flood protec-
" tion, that attitude could change. The Fish-

and ‘Wildlife biologists made no promises for

* the future; and state officials argued in 1994 -

that they had no ¢hoice but to make a leap of -

‘faith that the wildlife agency would act in
- good faith as the project evolves.

The proponents of the wildlife refuge have

. had to overcome a lot of bureaucratic resis- -
. tance to bring about today's celebration. But.
~ their responsibility won’t end with the turn-

ing of a first spadeful of earth. There are still
plenty of questions that won’t have answers
until the refuge goes into operation.
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A variety of birds, including egrsts, black-crowned night herons and
dunlins, gather In the Putah Creek Sinks area in the new Yolo Bypass

By Walt Wiley
Bee Staff Writer

Robin Kulakow seems a little
breathless these days — as if she'd
maybe just discovered a new law of
physics or perhaps run a 4-minute
mile.

In & way, what she has done is in
that sort of league.

On Thursday, she will be on the
speakers’ platform along with such
very big shots as Secretary of the In-
terior Bruce Babbitt to make a few
remarks upon the groundbresking
for the largest wetlands restoration
project under way its the West.

That iz the Yolo Basin Wetlands

Project, a 3,400-acre, $16 million,
federally funded U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers project that will create
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area,
which wil} be run by the state De.
partment of Fish and Game.

Kulakow, as executive director of
the Yolo Basin Foundaticn, was the
person in the middle who kept each
agency on track and the volunteers
at work toward the goal of seelng the
dream become a reality.

“And now it’s going to happen. Ina
year it's all going to look just like
that!” Kulakow crowed the other
morning, gesturing toward a couple
of acres of tules and open water that
were alive with shorebirds.

ee."Ki ‘ Johnson

Wildlife Area. The 3,400-acre, $16 milllon, federalty funded wetlands
restoration is the largest project of its kind under way In the West.

Flocking together for wildlife

Agencies cooperate with little squawking to restore Yolo wetlands

The object of her enthusiasm lay
right at the foot of the west leves of
the Yolo Bypasg, atop which she was
idling along in her van on a pre-
groundbreaking tour.

The bypass, crested as a channgl
for floodwater escaping the Sacra-
mento Valley toward the Delta and
the sea, has for all its existence been
kept clear of anything that might
impede the water.

Farmers could grow annual crops
during dry weather, but come winter
the passage of floodwater became
the primary use.

Now, however, with the creation of

Please sce BYPASS, page B2




Bypass-
Restoration
a challenge

‘Continued from page Bl

the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area,
there are going to be acres of tule-
rimmed ponds, litile stands of
trees, undulations and high and
low spats over the expanse of the
earth — things that could impede
£he water.

. “That’s what's made this spe-
dlal We've actually been able to

do something new,” said RKulakow -

- ‘as she stopped to survey some
pink and vellow flags marking
wWhere trees (pink) and under-
brush (yellow) are being planted
in the new riparian woodland.

i Come fall, when the ducks,
geese and other migrating water-
fow] arrive, the area should be a
hotbed of ‘feathered activity, she
predicted.

“And all nght here so close to
urban areas,” she said, waving her
arm to ta.ke in the horizon. “You
can see the Capitol from here,
Mount Diablo, the Sutter Buttes,
the Sierra. And school kids from
Davis and West Sacramento could
ride their bikes out here.

"“What a treasure this is going to
be,” she said, her dark eyes snap-
ping with enthusiasm.

* Kulakow, 38, a Bay Area native
and former U.B, Forest Service
scientist, said the Yolo Basin
Foundation goes back to 1988,
when it was formed amid concerns
over a lack of water in Puiah
Creek.

Putah Creek forms Lake Berry-

essa behind Monticello Dam, then
flows down out of the hills past
‘Winters and Davis and into an
area called the Putah Creek S1nks
in the bypass,
**Wher ‘we got to looking into
that, we learned of the historical
1mp0rtance to ‘'wildlife — particu-
larly migratory waterfowl — that
that part of the bypass had,” she
said. “It even turned out that the
sfate had studied it as a possible
wildlife area.”

The problem was that the state
Department of Water Resources
did not permit obstructions in its
flood control structures. And the
Yolo Bypass is nothing if it is not a
flood eontrol structure,

Another problem was that mod-
ifying a flood eontiral structure
buiit by the U.8. Army Corps of

Bee/Kim D, Johnson

Robin Kulakow, executive director of the Yolo Basin Foundation,
was the person responsible for keeping several agencies on track
in turning the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area into a reality.

Engineers requires the corps’ ap-
proval,

Algo, the land in the bypass is
privately owned. The state owns
only the right fo send floodwater
over it. Land for a wildlife area
woutld have to be purchased.

Yolo County Supervisor. Betsy
Marchand, in whose district the
project lies, recalled that she was

skeptical when she heard the first .

glimmers of plans because she
knows how bitter turf battles can
get.

““But I was an early convert. 1
could see the energy and intelli-
gence that was going into this,”
she said. _

- Now Marchand is a director of
the foundation, and she will be
the master of ceremonies at
Thursday’s groundbreaking.

- (Gail Burnham, an engineer for

the Corps of Engmeers said noth-
ing anywheré in the annals of the

.corps is remotely similar to the dation to pull together all the Va.re"

Yolo wetlands project. .

“0Of course, now it’s starting to
Spawn sons of the Yolo project all
over the place. The idea’s catching
on,” said Bumham

The project is unusual, she said,
because it amounts to takmg
gomething that had been develop-
ed and modifying it so that it is
less developed “That’s unique for
anybody,” she said.

.And the restoration poses spe-
cial challenges, added Paul Hof-
mann, the state Department of ;
Fish and Game biologist involved *.

in the design and development of -

the wildlife area.
“We had to be careful to do t}us

right, We weren’t restoring a sys-
tem to pre-Columbian conditions,”

. he said, Rather, they were c¢reat-

ing a system that would do the _]ob
today that the old sysf;em did in
its time, .

“There is a dlflf‘erence, he said.
“For instance, that old system in-
volved heavy floods every spring.
Well, we're just not going to have'
that today. And there are all the

- ather considerations ='the levees,
mosquite abatement.”

It all has come together now,
and while the 8,400-acre wzldhfe
area will be one of the amaller
ones in the state's system, its loca-
tion means that it will be one of
the most 1mportant, eaul Hof-
mant,:

He, Marchand Burnhan{ and
others agreed that the new wild.-.
‘life area would not have come to -

be without Kulakow and the foun-

jous public and private mteresta

Principal interests, in addltlon
to Fish and Game, the corps and
Department of Water Resourcesb,‘
include Ducks Unlimited, thé

. vate, nonprofit organization t at_
: designs and builds waterfow! hab-

itat, and the U.8. Fish and- Wild-
life Semce, the ggency, in charge
of mlgratory waterfowl. . .. =%

*“And ‘we try to be fnends with
iour “neighbors,” let’ thémiknow,
.“we’re not here to make trouble forv

. anyone," Kulakow sald o
: “eAfter all, it's good ﬁaends th}gt‘
" made tlus all happen. -




3,000-acre wildlife refuge
designated in Yolo Bypass

By Jim Mayer
Bes Staff Writer

Yn winters to come, when the rejuvenated
swamps are full of geese from Aleska and cranes
from Siberia, the Yolo Basin Wildlife Aren will be
remembered as the preserve almost done in by
the Endangered Speciea Act.

Three thousand acres batween Davis and West
Sacramento on Monday were officially designat-
ed es the Yole refuge, which will re-create some
of the vest marsh that once defined the lower
Sacramentn Valley and the swarma of creatures
that feasted among the tules.

But the Yolo project stands out from ather ef-
foris to reverse the diking and draining that has
left just 5 percent.of the Central Valley's
marshes in existence - and a growing Hst of
mm‘gh-dapendent species arm-wrestling with ex-

timetion.

Phe firat notahle accomplishment was conving-
ing flood-control engineers, people resy ibl
for mnch of the awamp busting, to even allow a
wetland inside the flood bypass between West
Sacramento and Davis.

The second, and even greater, landmark was

the deal signed Monday that supporters say
proves the Endangered Species Act can be flexi-
ble.

“Too often in the environmental arena we are
concerned about what we can lose,” obsarved Lt
Col. Mike Stubr, deputy distriet divector for the
U8, Army Corps of Engineers in Sacramento.
“We need 1o look at what we can gain.”

Stirhr was among the dignitaries chased off a
levee by rain and into a Port of Sacramento
meeting room for the official signing and procla-
mations ending years of difficult negotiations.

“It's probebiy a great day to be a duck,” Stuhr
gaid, speaking of the weather, not the promised
marsh.

Universally, the dignitaries gave credit to en-
virenmental advocates with the Yolo Basin
Foundation for ensaring the vision to restore the
bypass was not biinded by the sometimes limited
vision of government agencies.

“It, is not possible for this kind of project to go
forward ... unless committed citizens hold our
feet to the fire,” said siate Resources Secretary
Dougtas Wheeler.

Please see WETLANDS, page B4

Project
are htred to the refuge. They agree 10 accept
any habitat damage done by maintenance.

« w The Sacramento Bee Flnal » Tuesday, April 26, 1954

Wetlands: Plan inspired
during Putah Creek fight

Continned from page Bl
Robin Kulakow, exeztive direc-
tor of the Yolo Baain Foundation,
| said she found government em-
! ployess who liked the idea but no
| one who wouid charmpion it.
+ “There has to be someone out-
gide of government with the free-
. dom to talk’ with everyone,” she
+ gaid, “I could listen to everyone’s
story end see where we agree and
; disagree and then prepese solu-
tions. 1 waa free to ask for help.”
Yolo environmentalists
| dreamed up the project during the
drought as they tried to save Pu-
tah Creek. -

The small stream once roiled
out of the Coast Range and
dumped into the swampy low-
fands that in wet seasons were
filled by the overflowing Sacra-
mento Hiver. .

The creek is now blocked by
Monticello Dam, which forms
Lake Berryesse. And the creek's
terminus is now the bypass, the
engineered relief valve that chan-
nels water arpund urban Sacra-
mento,

Steve Chainey, also with the
foundation, said the hard part
wasn't coming up with the $12

- millien to huy and build the wet-
! lands on 3,000 acres of land.

The. difficnity came when the

dream eollided with the history of

. stalemate between flood-contrel

. and wildlife agencies over main-

taining existing levees in ways not
harmful to species. .

Flood-tontrel engineers were

eoncernad that the refuge would

.atiract protecied species, and that

would hamstring maintenance in
the bypass.

Project supporters do hope that
endangered species are Jured to
the refuge ~ restoring habitat is a
key strategy in reviving those spe-
cies. But wildlife agents said they
would accept any habitat damage
done by maintenance because it
wauld be under those conditions
that ereatures find the new
marsh,

The agreement signed Monday
goes that far. -

Flood-control engineers also
wanted to be promised that future
maintenance operations would
not be affected because of any new
species added to the list. .

“You don’t have te back up
many years to when we had twe or
three endangered species in this
ares,” said Ray Barach, executive
divector of the state Reclamation
Board, which is charged with fe-
vee mmaintainence. *“Now we have
four or five. In a few years, we
might have 16 that makes this

t loak pretty soft.”

But wildlife agents said they
coulde’t make such a promise.
And after months of debate every-
one finally agreed to a leap of
faith.

“We really felt they were going

- a5 for =a they could go,” Barsch

said. “But i you lock at the big
picture this is an attempt to re-
frieve sotnething that was here to
begin with.”



olo: Working together

Fuved lrom pegs B1
Yolo Environmantal Resource
Ler, the Yolo Basin Founds-
and the Yolo Land Trust.
Lepticn] politicians have been
uaded that consarvation con.
a can be addressed without
ping all developmectt or alien-
£ landowners.
t wan & matter of getting peo-
to work tagether and cooper-
w preserve and enfance natu-
resources,” snid Yolo
«grvisor Betsy Marchand. Co.
ration, she sed, i hard work,
ryone's concerns must be o
ctad Every obstacle muss be
ked through.

#e¢ don't have sncugh money

this county to be fighting and

ng and carrying on,” she aaid,
~wu LrY Lo us resources Lo get

1ething done.” i

lescurces are always relative.

o, even Chainey agrees, is ot

samite. “This is not an ares

ere people came to live among

-ctaruiar |andscapes,” he said.

[hat reality previously encour-

«d Yole conservationists to ex-

rt their sctivism. Today it

apes the current agenda. Pre-
~ving Yoko's groundwalsr is as

rtanl &8 saving oak trees, To-
it fiabd are “open space.”

And increasingly, Yolo is Nind.

¢ ipapiration n what once was

Putah and Cache creeks are

mmed wnd diverted. But they

«ce tumbled freely out of the

sast Range and Mooded the Yolo

3in, now the enginsered bypass.
1e broad swamp Lhat apparently
rned the county its name = Yolo,
me hialotians say, is the Indian
ord for tule = was long &go con-

wrtad- by the U.S. Army into a

wde storm drain o save Sacra-

ents from its namesake river

Today the lop Yoo goai is 1o
.anage ,ihe floodway and lerm.

nd in-a way also conducive to

iidlife. ARer four hard years, the
nlo Bagin Foundation now pre-

-ets it is only m year away from
reaking ground” on & 3,100-acre
sstoration project where Putah
reak fowt fnto the bypass.

Having sown cooperation. con-
aryationists are harvesting hope.
hus_ysar, some basin grovers
ootled fhelr land, and thousands
[ tindes swan, geese and white
ahgans'are wintering there,

Why Yolo? The university is a
oufee of sasnce and education
1ng comiradery. Environmental-
sm buas always been palitic in Da-
15,-where the Sierra Club boasts
tx highest par capits member-
nup. The agricultural tradition is
till domunant hers — by nature, a
onserving [oree. And the ¢ounty
5 small encugh for perasonal rela-
ienships between the major piay-
ry A muiority of local officials
1suplly stand by commitments to
onirel urhen development. And
1« congressman, Rep. Vic Tazio,
3. West Sacramente, hes deliv-
sred federsl money for technical
ntudies

But those frctars have long
bee present What's changed, ob-
sarvers 3av. 1s the emergence u}‘ a
few personalities who have in-
spired activiste and soothed avx-
eliey, who have blended scientific
understanding and diplomacy

Chainey, lor example, worky for
Junes and Stokes Associates »
Sucramenta firm that has boamed
preparing environmentsl studies
required (er major _d:ve|npm:nu
snd governmant projecis.

He mustersd those skills at Pu-
tah Creek, and learned still mere

1t's important to have a sus-
tamed effort. “not just dabble” he
said. Set sighta on reafishic accom.
plahments, Respect diverse inter-
ents and be pauient with adversar-
1es Don'l just fight.

“IT you een't have fun and enjoy
yoursell, your energy is gowmng W
dry up and blow awsy,” he ssid,
“It & hard to sustain when You are
st baing engry "

Ted Bredy and his wile Suxan
Sander. hith hoda decloraies in

biclogy from Davis. Beady also
works st Jones and Stokes. Sand-
ars, wha was deep in Putah Creek,
is mothering their two children
lall-time. Baedy remembers the
night in their Woodland home
when Superviser Marchand ar-
rivad as an adversary and Jell as
un ally. He remembers ywsxs be-
fore telling bit then-girlfriend -
convincingly - thal it wasn't
enough to uhderstand biclogy

“As biotogists,” Sanders asid,
*you can't help buv care sbout
what you study Just 50 much has
heen lost you feel compelled to
save what s left.”

Robin Kulakow alse wam bap-
tized in Putsh Creek. A former
Forest Service soils ncientist, Kur
Tnkow discovered that restoring
the ermek wan & socinl fight s
much as 8 scientific one, She now
is executive director of the Yolo
Basin Foundation, whose vision s
1o make wildlife welcome in the
hypass, beginming with where Pu.
teh Cresk flows inte the basin.

“What gol me sxrited was when
1 realized tundra swans came
from the arctic to spend the win-
ter in Yolo County.” Kulakow
aaxd. “11 makes thus sn important
piace that should be taken care

-

Bob Schneider, now conserva.
tion thair of the local Sierra Club
chapter, co-founded the California
Wilderness Coslition in his
younger vears, then became a
builder Schneider 13 working
with Yolo [armars to map the best
soils and encourage their preser.
vation. “It became obvious to me
that we developers. no matter how .
much we cared, would pave over
Yalo County,” he said.

{t is a partnership born of ne-
cessity, said grower Richard Rom-
inger, whose family has steward-
ed Yelo fand for 120 years. The
1950s real eginte boom pushed
eastward up [nterstate 80 from
the Bay Avea and spilied west-
ward over the Secramento River.

“There was =i incrsasing
gwareness of the hrmits of our re-
sources, more roncern about what
it will fook like in the future.” said
Romnger. directar of the state
Department of Food and Agricul-
ture during the 19708 "There
have been people at work to find
where we have common ground,”
he said, “rather than emphasize
the differences.”

-
e e e ————
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‘Yolo finds that cooperation aids environment

By Jim Mayer
Stall Wesier

The people in Davis have a long
history of caring about the environ-
ment someplace else They want to
azve Mong Lake ard Brazhan ran
forests.

And so it struck Steve Chawmney ay
wrong that Putahy Creek. which Mows
smack-dab through the University of
California, was being ignored

“Peaple need to respect and inter-

act with the environment thev are
most in contact with,” said Cheiney.
& Davis alumnus. & landscape archi-
tect and chwmirman of the Putah
Creek Council,

Chaney and others set out in the
mid-1980s to incresse appreciation
for the creek and plant a few trees.
Ther drought set in Concern bhecame
a crisis. And to save the creek from
slow death, the counctl fought ta get
water zeleased from Monticells Dam
at Lake Berryessa.

*We were propetled into the politi-
cal arena big time,” Chainay said.

Lawsuits. Congressmen. Emergen-
cy legislation. After all, thrs was wa-
ter. Although fish have died and
trees have wiited. the creek abides.

The skurmish at Putah Cresk was
the Lexington and Concord for & eon-
servation revolution in Yole County.
It 18 ons that favors compromise ovar
confrontation, education aver rhato-
e, realism over (déalinm.

“[nstead ol putling out fices, wa are -

TryIng to creaie something naw,” said
Susan Sanders, cochairwoman of the
Pursh Craek Council.

‘The Siarra Club Is working with
the county fsrm bureau to pressrve
agriculture on the beat solls. Conser-
rationisty have grovwery, wildlife bia)-
ogisis and flood control enginesrs all
working 10 rostors pabitat In the Yolo
Bypasa.

The last five years has givan rise wo

Please soe YOLO, page 34

[ 19 mgsaclmntn Bes finat o Tussday, Pm-g: 1993 & » )
Conserving close to hothe

Yaoia County anwrenmantalists say lighting for Puian
Craak lagght lhem the value of realistic compromse

COLUSA LOUNTY




Boyd Gibbons, left, director of the siale Department of Fish and

Water Resources sign documents Monday officially designating
the Yolo Basin Wildiife Area. '

A-14  The Daily Democrat/Tues./Apr. 26, 1994

Game, and David Kennedy, director of the siate Depariment of

Environmental protection
reached a milestone Monday with
the official designation of the
Yolo Basin Wildlife Area.

County Supervisor Betsy Marc-
hand "said establishment of the
wetlands is the culmination of a
great deal of work.

“It shows that agencies can
work together for a cemmon
project,” she sald this morning.
The Yolo Basin Wildlife Area
“will be here
tions.”

Marchand, who has been a pro-
ponent of the project for years,
said she considers it “probably
the most exciting thing 1 have
been involved with since I have
been on the Board of Supervi-
sors.” .

for future gepnera-

3,”500-acre Yolo 'Basin |
Wildlife Area dedicated

Local and federal officials gath-
ered on a levee overlocking the
3500 acres of the project located
between Davis and West Saera-
mento but were forced by Mon-
day’s rain inside to a meeting
room fo sign documents that will

 re-establish about 2,500 acres of

seasonal and permanent wetlands.
The restoration project will re-
store 77 percent of the seasonal
and 6 percent of the peremnial
wetlands, 16 percent of the up-
lands and grasslands and 1 per-
cent of the riparian forest in the
area. s
The Army Corps of Engineers
will design and construct canals,
water-control structures, dikes,
roads and gates to create and
So0 WILDLIFE, bock poge

wildlife

Continued from Page 1

maintain the wetlands areas.

- Spearheaded by the Yolo Basin
Foundation, the project upon will
be managed completion by the
state Depariment of Fish and
Game,

. The project 1s scheduled
begin this summer.

The agreements signed by the
Bureau of Reclamation, the DFG,
the state Departmeni of Waler
Resources and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service .end an impasse

to

_between environmental wildlife

groups and flood-control agencies.

Those agencies, charged with
maintaining the levee system in
the Yolo Bypass, have resisted
efforts by wildlife groups to desig-
nate the area a refuge which
would protect endangered species
that use the refuge for habitat,

The agreements stipulate that
the wildlife groups would allow
levee maintenance to continue,
ev;:él if some habitat damage re-
sults.
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Yolo Bypass wetlands project

¢ Robin Kulakow and other
agency representatives attend
groundbreaking Thursday

By MELANIE TURNER
Enterprise staff writer

Under a big blue sky on a warm Au-
gust morning, Robin Kulakow of Davis
stood in a place she is most familiar with
—awide-open, flatstretch of land called
the Yolo Bypass.

But this time she stood in front of
some tules on a little stage she shared
with such distinguished guests as U.S.
Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt
and Rep. Vic Fazio, D-West Sacramento.

Just six years ago, Kulakow, 38, had
never given a speech in her life. On
Thursday, she spoke before more than

200 people who gathered in the bypass to
celebratethecreation of a 3,400-acre, $16
. million wildlife refuge — the biggest

i

wetlands restoration project west of
Florida, according {o Col. John Reese,
engineer for the Sacramento Division of
the Army Corps of Engineers.

Kulakow spoke of a dream come true.

“Well, we did it,” she said. “All the
necessary environmental documents are
filed... hydraulic models have been veri-
fied ... funds exchanged between agen-
cies. I didn't have any idea what an edu-
cation this was going to be.”

As executive director of the Yolo
Basin Foundation, Kulakow has acted as
a volunteer coordinator between the
many agencies — federal, state and local
—that helped make the project a reality.

A former Forest Service soils scien-
tist, Kulakow is known by friends for her
ability to hold a baby in one hand, cook
with the other and all the while talk on
the {elephone to government officials.

See WETLANDS, Page A-2

Mark Bullard/The Enterprise

U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt speaks at the groundbreaking ceremony Thurs-
day for the Yolo Basin Wetlands and Wildlife Refuge in the Yolo Bypass.
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gonfiles, learn aboht mrfé?:?s,
earch for otters,'_hsten for "hif-
‘ferfis and ¢OURt géé se,”xKulakow
contirued, smﬂmg‘ 'I-‘hgpe athis
,.plaée will give them the Dpportu-
‘nity to grow up o appreclaté the
placein Whlchtheyhve 1 A
“H’s such a great occasion at
the end of such a long and produc-
tive struggle,” said Fazig, Who was
Ainstrimental | m secunng federal
funds for, "the projecE ,’,Wé“’are

“onee agdin uﬁhls donim tak-
- ing the 18ad "Uine i ‘3',; K&g
b ';Mlchael Spé‘g}' ‘fi'eg on g
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. Service Tor the Paclﬁc§ e
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ZWetlands ¢ Cuuserva.. ofA
In late 1991, the state Wlldllfe
Conservatmn Board bought most
of the properl:y on behalf of the
Department ‘of Fish™ and Game
from PG&E Properties for '$4.57
. million. \When construction is .
completed bythe U.S. Army Corps
of Engirieers and Ducks Unlimit; 4
ed, oversight of the area W111 be *
transferred to Fish and Game.
Ducks Unlumted is - workmg

a- mdmduals

’ ers acmss the na't1

_Secretaiy of the Intanor ?aﬁ»
blt‘t spoke of the similaritie :
tweenthe largest festbratich rﬁ-
_jectinthe Florida Everglades sys-
tem and the second largest herk
in'the Yolo Bypass. They éach -
“clude™a concept of partnershlp,
quality of imaginatior ‘and the imi-
. portant Amermanéingredieni: of :

"

- -

"He sald a woman with a vis{idn ’
droze each pm] ectto Eruitmn H
“Agneulture, w11d11fe and ady-
namxc urban area can work to-
gether, not exclusively gaid Bah-
kitt. #And I believe that message
has tobe spread across the enhre
C ountry A i -:l.“ Ayt
“+#The corps, for 100 years, suc-
cessfully drained every swamp 1n )
the United States of America,” he
added, evoking laughter, “And
now we're ¢alling on them to put
tl1em backtogether,»- " >

‘Brig. Gen” Bruce Scott con-
mander of the Suuth Pacific Divi-
sion of‘ the Army ‘Corps of Engi-
neers _said he hopes the project
wul seryeasa rolemddel for oth-

et

TN R gtose day'ts he“s‘éol-
dler What a great day to be a.n en-
gmeer "he sald .

‘What a spectacular day o cel‘
ebrate the culmmatlon of what
many 7 have called a unique part-
nerstnp," added Col. Reese. “This
is butthe first in a series  of steps
on our way to restormg Californi—
.a’s natural hentage iy

The project uses canals and
water control structures designed
and construeted by the corpsinan
attempt to most closely simulate °
conditions of the bypass more
than 100 years ago, while not ob-
structing the floodway. ..

.. Itscreators hope it will eventu-
ally serve asanimportantlink—a
rest stop for migrant birds —

.along the Pacific Fiyway.



Wetlands restoration an
environmental success

By MELANIE TURNER
Entorpriso statf wrlier

THEM: It wazx Ausust of 1095
ahen a groundbreaking ceTemn.
nv celehrated the largest wet-
Tan! restaration project west of
Tlorida,

Sucretary  of the  Intcrior
Bruce Babbitt was 2 spegial
guest that day, helping to mark
the beginming of cesloration
otk inthe Yoin Brpass Wildhie
Arca.

Yolo Basin Foundation Exae-
utive Director Rebin Kulakow
and Steve Chainey. chairman of
the Putah  Creek  Coundil,
dreanted yoars apgo of re.creating
wwhatonce was part efa huge s et-
tand basin, Around 190, the
aren was developed into a faeli-
ty for diverting Sacramento Riv

HETERSRIR

**Then Now

) o
LTI

Kulakow gnd Cliainey tarmed
a smnlt working group with the
couneil 4nd the Yelo Audubon
Socfety, and numerous people
soon jotned them,

The Yole Bnsin Foundation is
a nonprofit corparation dedieat-
ed to lospiring and cducating
people about " wetlands and
witdtife. It formed in 1983 to pro-
mote the establishment of the
Yulo Bypass Wildlife Area.

HOW: Taday. the nearly 3.700-
acra wildlife area is near com-
pletion and on track to apen ta
Lhe puhlie by this Gait.

Todd Hammond/ Tha Entarprise

UG Davis studcnt Brait Converse surveys & site adjacant to the
new Flah and Game headquarteratfora minf-watiends project.

qur educational prug‘rnms,"

Also, the state Depariment of
Figh and Game is in the peacass
of moving into its new headguar-
ters along Chiles Road. Fish and

ating the hunting program, ae.
carding to Craig Stowers,
wildlife area manager.

‘The public will have access to
certain portions, while other ar-

er feodwaters meay from the eity

and inte the Drelta,

“We're very excited,”

Ku- Game is charged with ma

Iakow said. “We fnaliy getto do  the wildlife area, as well a.

Cralg Stowers, area rnamgar {or the state Depart-
mént af Fizh an:l Game, chate with Robin Ku-".

WETLANDS

Contfnued from Pege A-1

cas will he elozed and designated
wildlife sanctvaries, Duck hemt-
ing will occur on other portions
durisg hunting season.

Crows from Harderalt
Buldders of Sacramente, under
contractwith the U § Army Corps
of Engineers. constructed Fish
and Game's 13-acre operation and
maintengnee facility, It consists
of & headguarters with office
space. conference tgum. and 1
coversd pereh for launehing field
enps,

The foundation will have zn of-
Mce at the site for volualeer pro-
grams Valynteers hape ta meve
inia the new ility in about two
weeks, Kilakew said

Thero also 4% a inrge mainte-
nancgsitndinthercarofthe prop
erty for work space and storage of
cquiptzent heeded to maintain
the wildlife area. And aresidence
a5 eonstructed for an on site
Fish and Game stafTpersan.

Yolo Basin Foundarion tours
wrapned 4 oo Sunday and will
begin again in the fall. Bur the
foundations work womt slow
down this sunuter, a4 it gears up
Torthe public cpentng.

First. the feundation am
neunees a new program, "Diseoy-
er the Flyway,” to iatreduce
scheal teachets and students o
the hipass as a learning resaurce
The program will provide teach-
ers with activities they can use n
the classroem te weave wetlands
Lessans theoughout an integrated
curriculun,

Aler a nne-day  workshap,
taichars will be invited tg take
students eut for an eutdonr class-
roOln experience,

Kalekow hopes to hald work-
shaps for K teachers. Two work-
shops are scheadulod for Aug 18
and 20 “The program is sponsorcd
hy the Fanndation in enoperatinn

————

naging

soper- Ses WETEANDS, Prge A-2

with Fish gnd Gnm! anrd u\ﬂ
Corps. .

Tenchers are encnumgeil to
cailprogram cuurdmntnrmz}[cr-
:-y at 758-1286 for faare mfonnn-
ion.

Latcr this summcr, the l'nunrz;;-
tion trains volunteers to assist
tcachers on the school tougs, Fly-
way volunteo? assistants will be
an important part of the schdcl
program, Zulakow said. A trajn.
ing will ba held the bast two weeks
of September. Call Moty to re-
guest an application packet,

The foundation also will hélp
coustruct a one-quarter o onc-
hallacredemensiration wetlands
outside the new Fich and Game
headquarters, Rizit new, cngi-
naering design work is under way
by volanizers Andy Bale and Dob
Smith with Larry Walker Associ-
ates, consuiling emgincers, ac-
cardingto Stowers,

“Formany years we had hoped
10 have a demonstration wetlands
on the Fish and Game site.” Ku-
lakaw said. “Money from the
LL£.8.) Army Cerps fof Enginaars)
fellthrough.”

The foundation suceessfully
secured grant monies and with
e help of a variety of agencies
the project will come to frultion.

The demonsiration preject is
fundad through grants from the
Cahifornia Waterfow! Associalion
and the U S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, The pond design is based
aneeiceptual plans developad by
ireCorps,

Grauding and installation of wa-
ter control structures will be
done by Fish and Game,
Hedgerow Farms has donated na-
tive grass plugs, and other help
will come Mrom individuals with
GC Davis ard Duchs Unlimited.

“Wsenidenthot obvicustyaiot
of people have bought inte.” Ku-
Lakow said.

And right now DavisCommuni-
ty Network is sponsonng the Yolg
Baun Faund ationta help it devel-
ap a'‘Web <ite, Kitlakow nddced.

“That'{l be a goocd way to com

B —

" Todd Hamrnondfmu Eneprisa

Inkow af me Yolo Basin Fouhdation and her
ughter, Leah Jutian. - -

muu‘lcalewithvnlunteebgat\dget
information out to the publie,”
she said.

It ®asnearly two yesrs ago that

. 4 sign wos erccted along Inter-

state 80 relaying news of the
restoration project 3o passing ma-
torists. Earth in the bypass began
to ba seulpted {ota thallaw pands
ranging in size from 5 to 50 acres.

A small rigarian forest was
placted in the psoject's wastern
section ot that time, teo. The
eigat-acre forest is now thriving,
according ta Kulakow. Some af
the trees have puton seven feet of
Erowth, i

Contractors under tho supervi-
sien ol Duizeks Unlimited have new
completed the ¢arth moving work
necessarytocreete the thousands
ol acres of seasonal and pprma-
nent ponds that make up I.hc
wildlifearen,

Last October, senschal wol-
lands ware seeded with swomp
timothy, o highly outritious wa-
terfawl foodt piant. In November,
uplands were steded with pative
perennial grasses.

Waork remainiag includes Lhe
installatien of the remaining wa-
1er comtTol spvetures, gm:l:md
seeding dnd plnnting of riparian
sreas nerth of the dausewny. This
work is expected to begln inJune.

The area will serve as a vital
link along the Parific Flyway.
used annually by thousinds of mi-
gratory bicds,

Whes eonstrudrion is compleb
ed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and Ducks Ualimited, over-
sight of the area will be trans.
ferted to Fish and Game.

@ \Ga7
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endangered Sp&Cles is a vahant goal

Editorial _ | ok

Wetland refuge
- benefits county

At long last the Yolo Basm Wildlife Area has .

been achieved.

It almost didn't happen because different agen- -

cies just couldn’t come together. But because some -

people were very persistent there is now a refuge for

wildlife on 3,000 acres between Davis and West
Sacramento, which will re-create a vast wetland,
reversing — if only a little — the effort to dike and
drain the Central Valley marshes.

County Supervisor Betsy Marchand said the .

wildlife area is a culmination of a great deal of work -

and “shows that agencies can work together for a -

common project.
. Marchand, who has been a proponent of the
project for years, said she considers it “probably the

most exciting thing I have been involved with since I -

have been on the Board of Supervisors.”

- We can credit the Yolo Basin Foundation and
people like Robin Kulakow with having the vision to
pursue the wetlands area. Kulakow is executive
director of the Yolo Basin Foundation, and was
quite correct when she said that people outside of

government often have to talk to everyone, look for |

agreements and disagreements, and build from
there. Too often, pvtty turf wars between state,
federal and local agencies keep sensible thmgs from
being done.

To bring about the wetlands area the foundatzon

first had to come up with $12 million to buy and |

build the refuge. That wasn’t tough. The hard part

was working with flood-control and wildlife agencies |
over levee upkeep that wouldn't be harmful to |°
endangered species. Flood contro! people were |.
worried that if protected species were drawn to the
refugee they couldn’t perform needed levee mainte- |
nance. But wildlife managers sdid they could live -

with such problems because protected species in.the -

long run would have a place to go. In the long run, -

however, we have a case where people have worked

together to retrieve something that was originally

here to being with. Cedperation toward a specific
goal is never in vain. And cooperation to protect

NPT DESR T
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,What ‘we agree‘?

Interestmgly enough the recently dedlcated State Wlldhfe Area in the
Yolo Bypass at the-Putah Creek Sinks received no opposition. : :
How can this be? We're Cahformans and nothmg gets approval w1thout a

fight.

It must be because the proj ect has such thh 1deals Or, maybe it's because
no one was looking and they slipped something good by us before we -
realized it. At any rate the project W111 become a reahty and nobody is
kicking.

Another odd, but wonderful angle in the development of the Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area is the involvement of the US Army Corps of Engineers. As we
recall, they are the people who constructed the levees, saving us from floods,
enabhng vast areas of land to be developed and helpmg us manage our
water.

While accomplishing these necessary achievements, in the name of -
progress, we lost sight of some fragile balances in nature. It’s encouragmg to
see the possibility of the pendulum of habitat destruction begmmng to . '
swing back to more comfortable levels.

Hopefully, West Sacramentans will realize what they have right in theu'
backyard. It’s an opportunity to watch the restoration efforts unfold. The
Yolo Basin Foundation needs your generous assistance to continue its work

.in educating the public about the value of preserving our native wildlife and
to create a place of beauty for generations to come. To join, call them at 756-
7248 or Wnte Yolo Basin Foundatmn, P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA 95617.
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Wetland Link \nternational 1s A pPRoGRAMME OF THE WILDFOWL & WETLANDS TRUST

Bruce Babbitt, US Secretary of the Interior, addresses the crowd of supporters gathered to ce!ebrate the
start of habitat restoration at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, August 1995.
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From dream
to reality

h'excicing project to restore .

historic wetlands between

Sacramente and San Francisco,
USA, was reported in the last issue of
WL! News (page 7). The community
effort behind the establishment of the
“Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area’, as the
project is known, is a strong example of
how a diverse network of organisations
in the private, non-profit and public
sectors can work together for a
common goal, with shared benefics, and
is worthy of closer scrutiny.

The loss of more than 95% of
California’s Central Valley wetlands (on
the Pacific Flyway) to agriculture and

urban development since the 1850s
provided the impetus to develop a
concept for restoration in the Yolo Basin
area. The idea originated with two
established community organisations,

From this, the Yclo Basin Working
Group grew; an ad hoc association of
officers and elected representatives from
federal- and state-level government
conservation, water, fish, game, public
works and transportation departments;
the regional mesquito and vector control
agency; and a number of non-
governmental wildlife, farm and
wilderness organisations. A consistent
core of the group, including the Yolo
Basin Foundation (YBF), met monthly to
report new information and discuss
plans.

The US Army Corps (the Corps) was
involved from the beginning, and
provided funding to the US non-
governmental organisation Ducks
Unlimited to restore wetland habitat in
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The area
will eventually be managed by the state
government’s Fish and Game

U ST R T e
Department for hunting, as a sanctua'ry.

grs
|
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apeegen

and for wildlife viewing. Educational -

programmes will be provided by the -
YBF.

The YBF has developed and maintained
the vital roles of representing the ‘
diverse community-based support (itself
so important in attracting funding for all
aspects of the work) and acting as
communicator and co-ordinator
between organisations,

Today, after seven years of meeting and
planning, the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
is becoming a physical reality. The final |
plans have been completed througha
collaboration between engineers and

' biologists from Ducks Unlimited, the
Corps and the California Fish and Game

Department. Ducks Unlimited is
managing the on-site work, drawing on
its experience of wetland restoration
from all over North America, and
teaming up with the Corps for the first
time. In August 1995 landscaping,
habitat creation and planting began.
Completion of the | 400 hectare habitat
re-creation project is planned for
autumn 1996.

A feasibility study for a visitor centre has
been completed. But we are not
awaiting completion of our Centre
before we begin educational work. This
is already operational, targeting
interested people at this stage, through
printed materials, field trips and other
regular wetland events. In fact, ~
education began as soon as people
began discussing the concept on Day 1!
Future plans will put school outreach as
our priority, and will include a training
programme for volunteer field guides.

Continued on page two

THE GOAL OF WLI 1S TO PROMOTE THE ROLE OF WETLAND CENTRES AS FACILITIES FOR ERUCATION AND PUBLIC AWARENESS-



1 difterently understood around the
world. | would like to help clarify this,
particularly at a time when Wetlands
“International, with a logo a little similar
. to the original WLI logo, has recently
* been announced.

Wetland Link International (WLI} is a
programme of The Vildfowl &-
VWetlands Trust (WWYT), a UK charity
dedicated to saving wetlands for wildlife

and people. Wetlands Internationalisa -

different UK charity, formed by the
integration in 1995 of the International
Waterfowl & VWetlands Research
Bureau (IVWRB), the Asian Wetland
Bureau (AVYRB) and Wetlands for the
Americas. There is a link between the
two: the Director of Education and
Public Affairs for WWT, Mr Doug -
Hulyer, is ex officio Director of W1,
and he is also the Co-ordinator of
Wetlands International’s Specialist
Group on Education and Public
Awareness, of which WLI is a member.

‘Henceforth, the WWT Wetiand Link
International programme should be
referred to as WWVT VVetland Link
International, or WWYT-WLI, to help
clarify its position.” | would like 1o

" request that this format is

' consist'ently'hdépted. Thank you.

'“oo«o

One of the | most dlff' cult types of -
request ‘received by the WWT-WL!
office is for help with the very early
stages of a Centre development
proposal, specifically the formulation
of outline functional and design
concepts. We W|sh to relay

the publication of self-help guidelines
and case studies {which we plan to
undertake in the future), our usual
approach is to share whatever relevant
documentation we have. This may
include existing outline concept papers,
floor plans, strategic plans, architects’
briefs and successful proposals, for
example, from a range of Cerrtres
around the world.

Who has such documents to share?
ideally, we would fike to hold more in
the WWT-WL! office, for more
effective use in the future, Usually
such documents are rarely referred to
once a Centre is operational, yet they
can be invaluable tools for others
going through the initial phases of
Centre development. Please could
you let me know if you have such
documents, and if copies can be made
available for the use of others, through
the WWT-WLI office? Thank you for
any help you can give.

YOLO: From

dream to reality

Continued from page one

So how does the YBF, a pivotal,
community-based organisation, work and
how have seven years of planning and
development been funded?

Aerial view of earth-movers excavating ponds for
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, October 1995.

The YEF is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to education and inspiring
people about wetlands and other Central
Valley wildlife habitats, We have a board
of 17 members drawn from the range of
interested parties, including local

govérnment; schools, business, academia,
law, environmental education, banking,
(duck) hunting; and myself, the only
salaried board member, as executive
director. -There are two part-time YBF
employees, and a core group of about 30
dedicated volunteers.

Funds have come from membership of
the YBF, annual fundraising events, the
sale of Yolo-marked goods such as a set
of field duck identification charts, and
occasional non-government grants such
as the one that funded the Centre
feasibilicy study.

Remember: some dreams do come true.
A collective vision is worth pursuing, but
you must be tenacious, We are not
finished yet!

From our experiences over the past
seven years | would like to offer the
following, in an effort to help others in
the future: :

1. Have a clear mission and do not be
diverted from it.

2. Define the project clearly and
unambiguously.

3. Gain 2 thorough understanding of the
project area: its history; ownership;

political jurisdictions; flood history; the
lecal communities and their interests,
hopes and concerns; water, wildlife anc!
soils.

4. Base all plans on good séience; fund
studies to fill any gaps in understanding.

5. Involve everyone in discussions, keep
them informed and respect their
concerns.

6. Solicit and achieve local government
suppert early on, and higher-level
government support if possible.

7. Appoint a co-ordinator to serve as a
facilitator, communicator and
spokesperson, who has the responsibility
to ensure that foliow-up is completed.

8. Never assume that things are
happening: always make sure.

9. Do not be afraid to be creative and
innovative.

10. Actively recognise everyone’s
contributions.

Robin Kulakow

Executive Director

Yolo Basin Foundation

PO Box 943, Davis, CA 95617, USA
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yolo basin foundation

hen you drive on Interstate 80 east toward the

Yolo Causeway between Davis and Sacramento,

you may observe the large sign identifying the
Yolo Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of the
many Yolo Basin partners marks the location of one
of the nation’s most exciting developments in nature
conservation and public education. The Yolo Basin
Wetlands, officially known as the Yolo Bypass State
wildlife Area, is the largest public/private restoration
project in the West, 3,500 acres of land in the Yolo
Bypass floodway are under conversion to wetlands
and other habitats.

Yolo Basin Foundation (Foundation) was founded in
1990 as a community based organization to assist in
the establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The
Foundation is a non profit public benefit corporation
dedicated to educating and inspiring people about
wetlands and wildlife of the Central Valley. The 16
member board of directors represents a diverse group
of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl conserva-
tion to local government and the business community.
It is universally credited with being the driving force
behind the partnership that led to the creation of the

Yolo Basin Wetlands project.

A principal goal of the Foundation is environmental
education in the context of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area. Now that the restoration of the wildlife area is
nearly complete, the Foundation is ready to move for-
ward with its educational mission. We are gearing up
to recruit and train a new cadre of volunteers who will
serve as docents to provide opportunities for hundreds
of students from throughout the region to experience
the new wildlife area first hand. The new “Discover
the Flyway, program for schools” is slated to begin in

FEBRUARY 1997
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Fall 1997. In addition, a committee is evaluating the
planning steps necessary to build a visitor center.

olo Basin Foundation continues as the communi-

cation link between the many people and organi-

zations involved in creating and managing the
Wildlife Area. Educational programs under-way include:
sponsoring the fourth annual California Duck Days - a
three day waterfowl and wetlands festival in the heart
of the Pacific Flyway to be held February 14,-16, 1997,
publishing the Yolo Flyway newsletter; bringing wet-
lands education into the schools with our “Wild About
Wetlands” kits; and, introducing people to the natural
places in the community through field trips. This year
we are offering tours of the wildlife area once a month
in partnership with Yolo Audubon Society.

The establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
and the work of the Foundation has been widely re-
garded as a model for planning and completion of other
wetland projects. The bypass is a key component of
the habitat restoration planned as part of the Cal/Fed
Bay Delta Accord process now underway, and is a vital
element of the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture’s
habitat restoration goals. The Foundation will be an
important local player in implementing these many

plans.
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